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Phyllostachys bambino ides icb,d u i native ol China (McClure CC7). ha

been found growing outside cultivation in West Feliciana Parish. Hitchcock

(1950) describes P bamlvisoidesas an exotic mi reduced through cultivation and

persisting in areas with mild wintet teinpcratun but listed no distribution.

Phyllostachys bambusoides has previously been reported to occur in cultiva-

tion for Texas (Jones etal. 1997), but has noi been reported from Louisiana (Allen

1992; Thomas & Allen 1993).

Phyllostachys Sieb. & Zucc.

Perennial with extensive rhizomes. Cti/ms straight and stiffly erect: thick-

hallow, glabrous, and D-shaped in cross section; culms branching i'reeb fioiu

the middle and upper nodes, with usual l\ I unequal branches at each node.

sometimes a third smaller one. Culm sheaths deciduous and subcoriaceous.

Leaves 1-7 per branchlet sheath cili i ilon on< icf ligules a short ciliolate

membrane, blades 1 1 n te ellan bun u ibruptly acuminan bas< round

and connected to a short flattened pseudopctiolc. Pscudospikelets numerous,

often with small rigid bi ct it thei fiast pikelei nm < tied by inflated ex-

5 bract; bract bearing reduced leaf blade, glabrous but with



ciliate margin. Spikelei 1'lotvts 1-2: glumes 21 U. lanceolate; lemmas similar to

glumes; palea bilobcd at apex.

"The characteristics most general ly useful in the iden til leat ion of bamboo
species (once the genus is known) are found i n the culm sheaths that clothe the

young shoot. These characteristics reveal themselves most vividly while the

sheaths are in a fresh state. As they dry, their delicate, ol ten very distinctive

colors fade to light or dark straw, though any spots of dark pigment usually

persist. The tissues shrink and sometimes become more or less warped, and
some of the delicate parts, such as the auricles and the ligule, become brittle

and easily broken when dry." IMcC lure 1057). When collecting culm sheaths,

carefully remove several samples along the length of the culm. Phyllostachys
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ic\ is casilv distinguished from L.auiea using the following key modi-

fied from McClure lN57). This key must be used in the spring when the young
hooi in iclively i row ins: ind i lu < uln heal J u nil pn >i m

A KEY TO PHYLWSTACHYS\NLOUISIANA

AlllK li",,IMcl Ol.ll ',.

Phyllostachys aurea E. Carr. ex A. Riv. & C. Riv.

Culms 3-10 m, straight and stiffly erect; base of culms 1-5 cm in diameter;

thick hollow, glabroi is, I

»
-si la

|
h.x line ross seel ion; green, v isi hi y to strongly glau-

eous si 'on almr sheath la 1 1, becoming green to yellowish green when mature;

culms branching freely from the middle and upper nodes, usually with 2 un-

equal branches at each node, sometimes a third branch also present. Culm
sheaths deciduous, suboconaceous. pale olive green to pale rosy buff, with bur-

gundy or pale-green veins, rather sparsely strewn with small brown spots, not

glaucous, glabrous except for a line oi minute white hairs along the base. Au-
ricles and oral setae absent. I. igules short, apex slightly con vex or rarely slightly

concave and ciliate on the margin in the lower several sheaths; slightly longer

and long ciliate to fimbriate on the margin in mid-culms sheaths. Culm sheath

/'/udrssuhiilaie to lanceolate, more or lesscrinkled below, becoming long, nar-

rowly strap-shaped and pendulous above Leaves leaf sheaths 2.5-3.5 cm long,

ciliate along one side, with auriclesand oral setae well-developed (occasionally

absent), conspicuous in spring when leaves are young; ligules a short ciliolate

membrane; leaf blades flat, tessellate, 4- 12 cm long, 5-16 mmwide, lanceolate,

abruptly acuminate, base round to a short flattened pseudopetiole,

pseudopetiole 2-4 mmlong, glabrous or glabreseent, margins scabrous; 1-7

leaves per branchlet./ )
sciu/o.s/ii/ l'c!cfs numerous. ascendingandoverlapping,35-50



cm long, often with small rigid bracts at their bases, spikelet concealed by in-

flated external, coriaceous, bract ca 22 mmlong bearing reduced leaf blade,

glabrous, ciliate nun gum -piktkt I
,ioiilin ndi p i idospikelet. Spikelet

florets 1-2; glumes 2(-l), lanceolate; lemmas si in i lar i o gl nines, ca. 19 mmlong,

glabrous with a stiff awn tip, palea ca. la nun long, glabrous, bilobed at apex,

not keeled. Native to southern China.

Phyllostachys bambusoides Sieb & Zucc.

Culms 6-22 m, straight and stiffly erect; base of culms 5-15 cm in diam-

eter; thick hollow, glabrou D-shapcd in cros ection not glaucous at culm

sheath fall, green, golden yellow or golden yellow with a variable amount of

green striping; culms branching freely from the middle and upper nodes, usu-

ally with 2 unequal branches at each node, sometimes a third branch also

present. Culm sheaths deciduous, suboi onaceous, greenish to ruddy buff, more

or less densely spotted throughout with darl bi >v n s] >ol : the lowest several

culm sheaths usual 1\ w it horn in u 1< and ml , t but the rest bearing two

(rarely one) aunt k auri k con picu< i narro\ tc broadly ovate or falcate

(more or less staging n in hape), con picuou b fringed with several greenish

crinkled bristles (oral setae). Ligules well-developed, the apex more or less

strongly convex withciliolate ma mi in n illcr culms to truncate and ciliate

with coarse bristles in older culms. Culm sheath Hades short, lanceolate, re-

flexed, and crinkled in lower sh< hst< psl i] dandt mved in the upper

oih n ( u 01 olou d w nil u nn I n i K i mi i
i u ln'bui Inn

Leaves 1-7 leaves per branehlet deal heath >.? 'a mmlong, ciliate along one

side, auricles, when pr< enteconspicuou with eel ctae well develop! in,,.,

sionally absent), oi el < in iiyniiKiii in pi me v. lien f au mmuniL'. Ii uk

( iin t \ a ,1a 1 1 < ilu. I m i i mbran i ibi as ciliate ilong one margin; leaf

blades flat, tessel late, 10 15 cm lone,, 15 20 mmwide, lanceolate, abruptly

acuminate, base round to a hort flatten* ip ndopctiole idaxially glabrous,

abaxially glaucous, densely spinulou < brous on th< basal portion of mid-

vein, scabrous along one margin of blade. Pseudopetiole 3-5 mmlong.

Pseudospikelets numerous, 1 several per node on leafy or leafless branchlets;

ascending and overlapping, 40 80 cm long, of ten with small rigid bracts at then-

bases, spikelet coiui ah d b\ ml' md icrnal naceou bract 10-40 mmIon

bearing reduced leaf blade. Spikelet s 2-5 in each pseudospikelet. Spikelet flo-

rets 1-2; glumes 2 1 n t ofm i a 1 mmIon k mm n iluto^luiu I 22.

mmlong, densely pubescent, ciliate margins, palea 17-20 mmlong, bilobed at

apex, keeled, 3-veins between the keel, 3-5 veins along margin, keels pubes-

cent. Native to Japan and manikin N hma, extending vo i < id lotlu Hirmi

In Louisiana, Phyllostachys bambusoides was observed growing aggressively

in sandy, alluvial soils, out of cultivation, among riparian hardwoods, and covering



a. 0.5 ha. A random sampling, fn o hl | calm 111 I v icld.cd a mean oi

ins 1

, to 1.125 cm with an estimated mean culm height o! l
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